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things began to prevail. The colonists quarrelled among
themselves, and, while waiting for the crops to ripen, food
was so scarce that there was some danger of starvation unless
a store-ship which Raleigh had promised to send speedily
arrived. The men were attacked by acute home-sickness.
As yet the true spirit of colonizing had not struck root into
English hearts. So it happened that when, by a singular
chance, Francis Drake arrived from harassing the Spanish
West Indies with a strong and well-provisioned fleet, the
yearning to see England once more was too much for the
Virginian settlers, and, without waiting for Raleigh's store-
ship, which was now almost due, they one and all clamoured
for Drake to take them on board his homeward-bound vessel.

So once again Raleigh's dream of Empire was unfulfilled,
and only the little band of fifteen men at Roanoak remained
as a sign of English dominion in the New World.

But Raleigh was a man of indomitable character, and not
yet would he own himself beaten. Once again in April, 1587,
he sent out 100 new colonists, under the leadership of a Mr.
John White. They proceeded at first to Roanoak to relieve
the little outpost there. Alas 1 no man remained of them.
Only the ruins of wooden houses, already overgrown with
vegetation, remained as a sign of former habitation. It was
afterwards found that they had all been massacred by Indians;
whether it was in some measure their own fault we know not.
Perhaps in this case, as in later times, the white men were
first aggressors. But be that as it may, they were the first to
fall beneath the tomahawks of the North American Indians,
and began that long reign of bloodshed between * pale-faces'
and 'redskins' which forms a terrible narrative in the history
of the English in the New World,

It was, though they knew it not at the time, an ill omen for
Raleigh's new colonists. But they began work with a good
heart, and the birth of a little girl to Governor White's
daughter, Elizabeth Dare, was celebrated with much jubila-
tion. This first English child born on American soil was